
September 11, 2022 
Ex 32:7-11,13-14; 1 Tim 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 

 What is your “Golden Calf”?  Like the Hebrews in the desert who were tired of waiting 

for God, we can take what is valuable in the eyes of the world (like they took their gold) and we 

can shape it into what we think will make us happy (like they made the calf).  In the end they lost 

that valuable stuff, and their attempts at building their own path to salvation failed. 

 As I was writing this homily I remembered one of the young men I worked with years 

ago.   He had gotten a job, and then got a car he could not afford - because it would make him 

look like a big shot.   He hopped from girl to girl, went out to eat every meal, bought and used 

drugs (all of this using the money that he was supposed to use for his car insurance and rent).   In 

the end he lost that car, the girls didn’t want to have anything to do with him, and he was 

homeless.  He was living under a bridge (literally) and I used to get him food and let him keep 

his remaining belongings in my garage. 

 Our own personal stories may not be so extreme, he was on a fast-burn to a bad end - 

some of us are on a slower burn.  Slowly becoming more isolated from love and support, slowly 

becoming more empty and distant from God.  We often try to fix this by filling ourselves up with 

worldly things as my young friend did - maybe not the drugs and promiscuous sex parts … by 

also maybe that … or maybe our “golden calf” is jealousy, revenge, unwillingness to forgive and 

hatred.  When God speaks to Moses about what was happening to the people God says: they have 

become depraved.  They have soon turned aside from the way I pointed out to them.  The way 

that God has pointed out to us is a way of gentleness, love, peace, detachment from worldly 

things, generosity, caring, and faithfulness to God.  But the world can focus us elsewhere.  God 

says that the people have become “Stiff necked” - think of a person in a neck brace not able to 

turn their head.  God is right there on the mountain, and they are turned the other way looking at 

the calf .  We - like my young friend - can become so turned to a pathway of worldly values.  It is 

a way of entitlement, pride, greed, and self-will that is not looking towards the Lord’s way.  

 But God is calling out to us from that mountain, God calls to us in those gentle rumblings 

of that mountain, God searches for us as the shepherd goes looking for the sheep, like the woman 

searches for the one missing coin.  The world tells us that God’s way is foolish.  That possession, 

respect, power, and entitlement to our “rights” will make us happy.  The world’s way gives a 



party (like the Hebrews were having before Moses returned, like my young friend was having in 

the beginning) - a party that may last for many years, but will eventuallyend.  God doesn’t want 

that for us.  God wants for us to have a peace in this life, and God wants us to remain joined to 

Him so that we can enter heaven at death and have an eternity of satisfaction.   Certain things in 

that worldly way (the greed that causes us to care for ourselves over others, the pride that gets in 

the way of our forgiving others, the self-will that decides we can disregard God’s wisdom, laws, 

and ways of doing things because I or the world thinks otherwise) all of this separates us from 

the life-giving grace of God, and if that separation persists into the next life - there is no heaven.  

 But God reaches out to us like God did from the rumble of the mountain, like the 

shepherd calling out to lost sheep (that don’t even know they're lost).  God sets the Church as a 

lamp for us to follow like the woman used a lamp to find the coin - a lamp we need, because 

despite what we think our disagreement with the teachings of our faith does not change reality.  

God waits like the father of the prodigal son did hoping for his return.  I remember one day when 

I was having breakfast I heard my garage door open - it was Luis coming to get a change of 

clothes in my garage.  I came out and asked how he was doing.  He shrugged his shoulders then 

burst into tears and grabbed on to me putting his face in my shoulder as he sobbed.  This was like 

the scene with the prodigal son - now realizing that his way didn’t work out so well, now 

wishing he had done the sensible things he had been advised.  I remember thinking that it never 

needed to come to this.  I invited him in for breakfast and he was shocked that he was still 

accepted and loved, like the prodigal son was - no words of “I told you so” needed to be said.   

 God wants us to turn our stiff necks from the Golden calf we have made.  Not holding 

our worldly things while others are starving, not being so puffed up with pride that we have to 

place ourselves over other people, not trying to write the rules and question God.  God wants to 

take us back with open arms and point us down the path to a lasting happiness.  We do this when 

we can forgive others and let go of pride; when we can be generous with our time, talent and 

treasure for the good of the church and the needy, when we can be faithful to God and not meet 

every divine directive with “but I think…,” and when we can humbly come to confession and 

meet Jesus as the young man met his father.  That moment at that breakfast, Luis wanted to know 

what he needed to do - and was very willing to listen.  We all should become so open to hearing 

what God is saying, so willing to put aside what we think we know and listen to God’s wisdom.  

In following that wisdom is the path to the good things God has for all of us.


